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MI 750. THEORIES AND MODELS OF MISSION 
 
DESCRIPTION 
An examination of the ways Christian mission has been understood historically, with particular focus on 
Evangelical, Ecumenical, and Roman Catholic approaches to mission during the twentieth century. Attention is 
given especially to the interrelationships of gospel, church, and culture in theologies of mission. 
 
OBJECTIVE 
The principal objective of this course is to examine, understand, and compare theologies of mission that have 
had important influence in the history of the church, particularly in the twentieth century. Differing mission 
theologies are critically examined with a view toward helping equip Christian leaders to carry out mission from 
a theological base that is informed, coherent, and biblically grounded. 
 
STRUCTURE OF COURSE 
 We will follow the schedule indicated below. Class sessions will usually be geared to the assigned readings. 
The approach used combines two methods: A chronological study focusing particularly on important missionary 




Bevans, Stephen B., and Roger Schroeder. Constants in Context: A Theology for Mission for Today. Orbis, 
2003. 
Pocock, Michael, G. Van Rheenen & D. McConnell. The Changing Face of World Missions. Baker, 2005. 
Samuel, Vinay, and Chris Sugden. Mission as Transformation: A Theology of the Whole Gospel. Regnum 
Books International, 1999. 
Snyder, Howard A. Models of the Kingdom. Abingdon, 1991. 
Yates, Timothy. Christian Mission in the Twentieth Century. Cambridge University Press, 1996. 
 
RECOMMENDED 
Bosch, David J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. Orbis, 1991. 
Stott, John, ed. Making Christ Known: Historic Mission Documents from the Lausanne Movement, 1974-
1989. Eerdmans, 1997. 
Twiss, Richard. One Church Many Tribes: Following Jesus the Way God Made You. Regal, 2000. 
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS  
 1. Participate in all class sessions, seeking to advance the learning of others as well as yourself through 
informed discussion. 
 2. Complete all the assigned readings (See course schedule below). Usually readings will be discussed in 
class, and students will be expected to have read the assigned readings in advance. 
 The recommended readings provide more depth and in some cases cover additional material and 
perspectives not treated in the required reading assignments. Complete as much of the recommended reading as 
possible. 
3. Lead the class discussion of the assigned readings during one class session (date to be determined). This 
will involve (1) introducing the reading, with any appropriate background; (2) preparing discussion questions; 
and (3) leading the discussion. 
 






The Schleitheim Confession (1527) 
 “Address to the Church,” Ecumenical Missionary Conference (NY 1900), 2:348-50 
Mott, “Closing Address,” Edinburgh 1910 (Hedlund, Roots of the Great Debate, 49ff) 
“The Christian Message,” Jerusalem 1928 (Hedlund, 71ff) 
The Barmen Declaration (1934) 
“The Unfinished Evangelistic Task,” Madras 1939 (Hedlund, 110ff) 
“Reshaping the Pattern of Missionary Activity,” Willingen 1952 (Hedlund, 139ff) 
The Wheaton Declaration (Hedlund, 169ff) 
“Decree on the Missionary Activity of the Church” (from Ad Gentes) (Hedlund, 213ff) 
Nostra Aetate, 1965 (Flannery, 738ff) 
 “Renewal in Mission,” Uppsala 1968 (Hedlund, 242ff) 
The Frankfurt Declaration (Hedlund, 250ff) 
The Lausanne Covenant (Samuel & Sugden, 503-11) 
“Confessing Christ Today,” Nairobi 1975 (Hedlund, 374ff) 
The Manila Manifesto, Manila 1989 (Stott, 225-48) 
“Mission and Evangelism,” Geneva 1982 (Hedlund, 443ff) 
“Come Holy Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation” (Hedlund, 461ff) 
“A Covenant on World Evangelization” (Hedlund, 481ff) 
The Chicago Declaration, 1973 (Samuel & Sugden, 501f) 
AD 2000 and Beyond Movement Declaration (GCOWE 1995) 
 
 5. Write a review of one of the following books, evaluating its significance in terms of the issues studied in 
this course (5 to 10 pages. Due January 31): 
Roland Allen, Missionary Methods: St. Paul’s or Ours? (1912) 
Karl Barth, Theological Existence Today (1933) 
Arthur Judson Brown, The Foreign Missionary (1907) 
Guilhermo Cook, The Expectation of the Poor (1985) 
Orlando Costas, Christ Outside the Gate (1982) 
J. N. Farquhar, The Crown of Hinduism (1913) 
Gustavo Gutierrez, A Theology of Liberation (1974) 
John Hick, God Has Many Names (1980) 
William Hocking, Re-Thinking Missions (1932) 
A. G. Hogg, Karma and Redemption (1909) 
Paul Knitter, No Other Name? (1985) 
Donald McGavran, The Bridges of God (1955) 
John A. Mackay, The Other Spanish Christ (1932) 
John R. Mott, The Evangelization of the World in This Generation (1901) 
John R. Mott, The Decisive Hour for Christian Missions (1910) 
Lesslie Newbigin, The Open Secret (1978) 
J. W. Pickett, Mass Movements in India (1933) 
A. T. Pierson, The Divine Enterprise of Missions (1891) 
R. E. Speer, What Constitutes a Missionary Call? (1918) 
J. J. Stamoolis, Eastern Orthodox Mission Today (1986) 
John R. W. Stott, Christian Mission in the Modern World (1975) 
W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft, No Other Name (1963) 
R. P. Wilder, The Great Commission (1936) 
 
 6. FINAL EXAM: In lieu of a final exam, students in the class will jointly produce a Statement of Mission. 
It may be called a Confession, Declaration, Covenant, Affirmation, Manifesto, or any other appropriate term. 
Students enrolled in the course will jointly produce this document in any manner they choose. (The professor 
will appoint one student as convenor of a meeting for students to decide on the process.) 
 This Statement of Mission should meet the following criteria: 
1) It should affirm basic truths of the gospel and the church’s mission in light of current global social, 
cultural, and spiritual realities; 
2) It may incorporate ideas and/or quotations from prior mission statements, but not more than one 
fourth of the document may be direct quotations; 
3) Scriptures may (and probably should) be referenced, but no more than one fourth of the document 
may be direct biblical quotations; 





Historically such mission declarations have been issued in part to address some current crisis or situation in 
the world. The class Statement of Mission should be written in this spirit. What issues especially need to be 
addressed today, directly or by implication? 
 A preliminary draft of this Statement of Mission should be presented and discussed in class on January 27, 
and the final draft will be due February 10. Just one copy needs to be presented to the professor, and all students 
should of course have a copy. 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
See the current seminary Catalog, p. 25. Attendance will be taken at each class. Each morning’s classes count as 
three sessions. More than three unexcused absences will result in lowering the grade by one letter. Three 
unexcused tardies are considered to be equivalent to one unexcused absence. 
 
INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 
“It is the policy of Asbury Theological Seminary to use inclusive or non-sexist language in all Seminary 
publications, literature and communications” (Statement of Inclusive Language, ATS Website). This should be 
reflected also in students’ written assignments, in all generic references to human beings—e.g., “humanity” or 
“humankind” rather than “mankind”; “her/his” or “their” rather than “him.” It is appropriate to refer generically 
to a person (human being) as “her,” “him,” or “their.” While cultural issues and sensitivities obviously enter 
here, in current U.S. English terms such as “man” and “mankind” are understood by many as excluding women, 
whatever the intent. So for theological and missiological reasons it is better to be inclusive. (See the seminary 
website for the policy statement and guidelines.) 
 
EVALUATION 
 In grading, the course components will be weighted approximately as follows:  
  Class participation, including discussion and input from readings: 25% 
  Completion of readings:         30% 
  Written assignments 4 and 5:       25% 







SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READING 
 
Tuesday, Jan. 17 – INTRODUCTION: MODELS OF MISSION 
 Readings: Snyder, MOK, 7–66 
     Bevans & Schroeder, 1–5, 73–98   
     Samuel & Sugden, ix–25 
 Recommended: Bosch, 1–11; Twiss, 9–52 
 
Wednesday, Jan. 18 – MODELS OF MISSION: THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
 Readings: Snyder, MOK, 67–131 
     Bevans & Schroeder, 206–38 
     Samuel & Sugden, 26–75 
 Recommended: Bosch, 123–89; Twiss, 53–110      
 
Thursday, Jan. 19 – MISSION AS EXPANSION (1900–1910) 
 MISSION AS CHURCH OF A PEOPLE (1910–1920) 
 Readings:  Yates, 3–33, 252 
     Bevans & Schroeder, 239–49 
     Samuel & Sugden, 76–117, 134–207 
 Recommended: Bosch, 190–261; Twiss, 111–175 
 
Friday, Jan. 20 – REAPPRAISAL OF MISSION (1920–1950)  
 Readings:  Yates, 57–124 
     Bevans & Schroeder, 249–71 
     Samuel & Sugden, 208–22 
 Recommended: Bosch, 262–345; Twiss, 176–213 
 
Monday, Jan. 23 – MISSION AS PRESENCE. DIALOGUE, LIBERATION (1950–70) 
 Readings:  Yates, 127–92 
     Bevans & Schroeder, 305–22 
     Samuel & Sugden, 277–359, 410–28, 477–502 
 Recommended: Bosch, 349–93; Stott, xi–xxiv 
 
Tuesday, Jan. 24 – MISSION AS PROCLAMATION AND CHURCH GROWTH (1970–1980) 
 Readings:  Yates, 193–223 
     Bevans & Schroeder, 272–80, 323–47 
     Pocock, et al., 7–78 
 Recommended: Bosch, 393–420; Stott, 1–72 
  
Wednesday, Jan. 25 – PLURALISM AND ENLIGHTENMENT (1980–1990) 
 Readings:  Yates, 224–51 
     Bevans & Schroeder, 348–95 
     Pocock, et al., 79–128 
 Recommended: Bosch, 420–57; Stott, 73–113 
 
Thursday, Jan. 26 – MISSION AS TRANSFORMATION 
 Readings:  Samuel & Sugden, 225–76, 438–55 
     Bevans & Schroeder, 281–304 
     Pocock, et al., 131–208 
 Recommended: Bosch, 457–89; Stott, 115–53 
 
Friday, Jan. 27 – MODELS OF MISSION TODAY / REVIEW AND SUMMARY 
 Readings: Snyder, MOK, 132–56 
     Bevans & Schroeder, 396–98 
     Pocock, et al., 209–348 








Abbott, Walter M., S. J. ed., The Documents of Vatican II, New York: Guild Press, 1966. 
  
Anderson, Gerald H., ed. Asian Voices in Christian Theology. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1976. 
   
__________. The Theology of the Christian Mission. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1961. 
   
Anderson, Gerald H., and Stanley, Thomas F., eds. Mission Trends No. 1: Crucial Issues in Mission Today. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New York, NY: Paulist, 1974. 
 
__________. Mission Trends No. 2: Evangelization. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New York, NY: Paulist, 
1975. 
 
__________. Mission Trends No. 3: Third World Theologies. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New York, NY: 
Paulist, 1976. 
 
__________. Mission Trends No. 4: Liberation Theologies. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New York, NY: 
Paulist, 1979. 
 
__________. Mission Trends No. 5 : Faith Meets Faith. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans; New York, NY: Paulist, 
1981. 
 
Bassham, Roger C., Mission Theology: 1948–1975 Years of Worldwide Creative Tension Ecumenical, 
Evangelical, and Roman Catholic. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1979. 
 
Beaver, R. Pierce. Ecumenical Beginnings in Protestant World Mission. New York: Thomas Nelson, 1962. 
 
Berger, Peter L., ed. The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World Politics. Grand Rapids, 
MI: Eerdmans, 1999. 
 
Bevans, Stephen B., and Roger Schroeder. Constants in Context: A Theology for Mission for Today. Maryknoll, 
NY: Orbis, 2003. 
 
Beyerhaus, Peter. Bangkok '73: The Beginning or End of World Mission?. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1973.  
 
__________. Shaken Foundations Theological Foundations for Mission. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1972. 
 
Billington, Anthony, Tony Lane, and Max Turner, eds. Mission and Meaning: Essays Presented to Peter 
Cotterell. Carlisle, UK: Paternoster Press, 1995. 
 
Blauw, Johannes. The Missionary Nature of the Church. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1962. 
 
Braaten, Carl E. The Flaming Center. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1977. 
 
Bria, Ion. Go Forth in Peace: Orthodox Perspectives on Mission. Geneva: WCC, 1986 
 
Boff, Leonardo, and Boff, Clodovis. Introducing Liberation Theology. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1987. 
 
Bonino, José Míguez. Doing Theology in a Revolutionary Situation. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1975. 
 
Bonino, José Míguez. Faces of Latin American Protestantism. Trans. Eugene L. Stockwell. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1997. 
 
Bosch, David J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. Orbis, 1991. 
 
__________. Witness to the World. Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1980. 
 
Bühlmann, Walbert. Trans. Robert R. Barr. With Eyes to See: Church and World in the Third Millennium. 






Carpenter, Joel A., and Wilbert Shenk, eds. Earthen Vessels: American Evangelicals and Foreign Missions, 
1880–1980. Eerdmans, 1990. 
 
Christian, Jayakumar. God of the Empty-Handed: Poverty, Power and the Kingdom of God. Monrovia, CA: 
MARC, 1999. 
 
Costas, Orlando E. Christ Outside the Gate: Mission Beyond Christendom. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1982. 
 
Dempster, Murray A., Byron D. Klaus, and Douglas Peterson, eds. Called & Empowered: Global Mission in 
Pentecostal Perspective. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1991. 
 
Douglas, J. D., ed. Let The Earth Hear His Voice. Minneapolis: 1975. (Documents of Lausanne 1974.) 
 
Douglas, J. D., ed. Proclaim Christ Until He Comes: Calling the Whole Church to take the Whole Gospel to the 
Whole World. Documents of Lausanne II in Manila. Minneapolis, MN: World Wide Publications, 1990. 
 
DuBose, Francis M. God Who Sends: A Fresh Quest for Biblical Mission. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press, 
1983. 
 
Dussel, Enrigue. A History of the Church in Latin America. Colonialism to Liberation. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1981. 
 
__________. Evanston Speaks. Reports of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches August 15–
31, 1954. New York: W.C.C., 1955. 
 
__________. Evangelii Nuntiandi. 
 
Elmer, Duane, and Lois McKinney, eds. With an Eye on the Future: Development and Mission in the 21
st
 
Century. Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1996. 
 
Ecumenical Missionary Conference, New York, 1900. Report, 2 vols. New York: American Tract Society, 1900. 
 
Ellul, Jacques. False Presence of the Kingdom. Trans. C. Edward Hopkin. New York: Seabury, 1972. 
 
__________. The Politics of God and the Politics of Man. Trans. Geoffrey Bromiley. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1972. 
 
__________. The Presence of the Kingdom. Trans. Olive Wyon. New York: Seabury, 1967. 
 
Erickson, Millard J. Postmodernizing the Faith: Evangelical Responses to the Challenge of Postmodernism. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1998. 
 
Escobar, Samuel. The New  Global Mission: The Gospel From Everywhere to Everyone. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 2003. 
 
Flannery, Austin P., ed. Documents of Vatican II. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975. 
 
Gilliland, Dean S., ed. The Word Among Us: Contextualizing Theology for Mission Today. Dallas, TX: Word 
Publishing, 1999. 
 
Glasser, Arthur F. and Donald A. McGavran. Contemporary Theologies of Mission. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1983. 
 
Gutierrez, Gustavo. A Theology of Liberation. Maryknoll: Orbis, 1973. 
 
Gutierrez, Gustavo, and Shaull, Richard. Liberation and Change. Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1977. 
 
Harmelink, Daniel Nathan, comp. Missions and Kenosis: Significant Resources for the Study of Late Twentieth 
Century Missiology and the “Self Emptying” of Philippians 2:7 –– A Selected Bibliography. Fort Wayne, 






Hedlund, Roger E. Roots of the Great Debate in Mission, rev. ed. Theological Book Trust, 1993. 
 
Hesselgrave, David J., ed. Theology and Mission. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1978. 
 
Hocking, William Ernest. Re-Thinking Missions. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1932. 
 
Hoefer, Herbert E. Churchless Christianity Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 2001. 
 
Hogg, William Richey. Ecumenical Foundations. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1952. 
 
__________. One World, One Mission. New York: Friendship Press, 1960. 
 
Hutchison, William R. Errand to the World: American Protestant Thought and Foreign Missions. Chicago: 
Univ. of Chicago Press, 1987. 
 
Janz, Mark, and Joann Slead, eds. Complex Humanitarian Emergencies: Lessons from Practitioners. Monrovia, 
CA: World Vision International, 2000. 
 
Jenkinson, William, and Helene O’Sullivan, eds. Trends in Mission: Toward the 3
rd
 Millennium. Maryknoll, 
NY: Orbis Books, 1991. 
 
Johnson, David E., ed. Uppsala to Nairobi, 1968–1975. New York: Friendship Press, 1975. 
 
Johnston, Arthur P. The Battle For World Evangelism. Wheaton: Tyndale House, 1978. 
 
__________. World Evangelism and the Word of God. Minneapolis: Bethany Fellowship, 1974. 
 
Johnstone, Patrick. The Church is Bigger Than You Think: Structures and Strategies for the Church in the 21
st
 
Century. Pasadena, CA: William Carey Library, 1998. 
 
Keppel, Gilles. The Revenge of God: The Resurgence of Islam, Christianity and Judaism in the Modern World. 
Trans. Alan Braley. University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1994. 
 
Kilbourn, Phyllis, ed. Children in Crisis: A New Commitment. Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1996. 
 
Kilbourn, Phyllis, ed. Street Children: A Guide to Effective Ministry. Monrovia, CA: MARC, 1997. 
 
Kirk, J. Andrew. What Is Mission? Theological Explorations. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2000. 
 
Kraemer, Hendrik. The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World. New York: International Missionary 
Council. Reprint, 1947. 
 
__________. A Theology of the Laity. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1958. 
 
__________. The Communication of the Christian Faith. London: Lutterworth Press, 1957. 
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Twentieth Century. South Plainfield, NJ: Bridge Publishing, 1986. 
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McGavran, Donald, ed.. The Conciliar – Evangelical Debate: The Crucial Documents, 1964–1976. Pasadena: 
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Meeking, Basil and Stott, John, ed. The Evangelical-Roman Catholic Dialogue on Mission, 1977–1984. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986. 
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Ecumenical Review. Published by WCC. 
 
Evangelical Mission Quarterly. 
 
International Bulletin of Missionary Research. (Ecumenical, Evangelical, Roman Catholic.) Published by 
OMSC. 
 
International Review of Mission. Published by Division of World Mission and Evangelism DWME/WCC 
(World Council of Churches) 
 
Mission Studies. International Association of Mission Studies. 
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Missionalia. Especially useful for its abstracts. 
 
Mission Frontiers. U.S. Center for World Mission. 
 
 
